The Endurance Quilt Project

I became interested in Sir Ernest Shackleton’s near disastrous Endurance expedition to the Antarctic after seeing the famous artificially lit picture of the ship stuck in the ice taken by Frank Hurley in 1915.  The high quality of his black and white and early colour pictures and the character of the ship and crew in the icy landscape lend themselves to Cyanotype printing. 
I obtained formal permission to use the images from the Royal Geographical Society (who hold Hurley’s glass plate negatives) and the Scott Polar Research Institute (who hold the ‘Green Album’ assembled by Hurley on board the Endurance) and made digital acetate negatives from prints of the photographs.  I impregnated my own fabric and used both cotton and linen including recycled sheets and made the images up to A3 in size using a sunbed and exposures of 15 to 20 minutes.  
Initially I was intending only to print pictures of the ships and icy landscapes but as I read more about the extraordinary survival story of the 28 men over their 2 year ordeal I began to appreciate their skills and characters so I also included a number of the Hurley crew portraits, and Hussey’s autographed banjo, now in the National Maritime museum in Greenwich.   The process of watching the pictures of the ship and the ice and the life-size faces of the men emerging from the photographic developing process was highly evocative. 

The pictures were assembled into two large quilts (each 64 x 44 inches) with a positive and negative print of the Endurance ‘Spectre ship’ as centre pieces.  They contain cotton wadding and were quilted by machine using rayon threads.  The pair of quilts were hung as part of an exhibition at the Royal College of Pathologists in central London in 2010 and were also exhibited at the Festival of Quilts at the NEC in Birmingham in mid August 2011.  
Dr Cathy Corbishley Michel (email cathy@michelg.plus.com)
More information about the Cyanotype process and further images of my quilts can be seen on my website  www.michelg.plus.com (Quilts, Cyanotypes and QC2 pages and galleries).  I give regular illustrated talks on my textile and photographic work including the Cyanotype process and the Endurance quilt project.  Any proceeds from my talks are donated to the charity Prostate Action UK.
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Endurance 1, The Endurance and the James Caird (on left).  Endurance 2, Shackleton and his Men (on right)
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Cathy Corbishley Michel is a qualified medical doctor who works as a Consultant Cellular Pathologist at St George’s Hospital in South London.  She has been quilting for 17 years and began including the Cyanotype process in her work in 2001, more recently including digitally edited photographic images.  Her work has been exhibited both in the UK and in Europe and appears in a number of publications, most recently Digital Imagery on Fabric by Ruth Brown of Stone Creek Silks.  This book also contains detailed information on the cyanotype process and how to make digital negatives..
